Happy Hour How-To
Organizing a happy hour is quick and easy!  Many people gather after work to socialize and network.  After-hours socializing is a great way to share information and to generate interest in an issue or project.  Here are six easy steps to organizing your happy hour.

1) Choose a gathering place.  Gather at a favorite local establishment where you usually meet up with friends and colleagues.  Alternatively, you may choose to host a happy hour in your home or at your workplace.
2) Reserve a space.  Depending on how many people you want to invite, it might be a good idea to make reservations or alert bar/restaurant staff that you are organizing a happy hour.  Some establishments prefer reservations, while others find it helpful to know that they may be getting a crowd.

3) Invite friends and colleagues.  There are many online services that allow you to generate free virtual invitations that track invitees RSVP’s.  These services include Evite (http://www.evite.com), Purple Trail (http://purpletrail.com/), and Socializr (http://www.socializr.com/).  Alternatively, you can send a simple email.  Whatever you choose, be sure to let guests know the purpose of the happy hour.  Here is some sample language: 

Join me at ________________________to learn about the 

critical condition of health care in Texas and how you can get

 involved in federal health care reform.

4) Create a sign-in sheet.  By circulating a sign-in sheet (link) you can keep track of who has attended your event.  By sharing your sign-in sheet with Texas Voice for Health Reform (TVHR), we can make sure that your friends and colleagues are added to our outreach lists for future TVHR activities.  You can mail, email, or fax sign-in information to TVHR by using our contact information (http://texasvoiceforhealthreform.wordpress.com/contact-us/) 
5) Provide guests with resources.  Bring copies of TVHR’s Cover the Uninsured Week activities (http://texasvoiceforhealthreform.wordpress.com/covertheuninsuredweek/), our fact sheet and principles (http://texasvoiceforhealthreform.files.wordpress.com/2009/03/cuw_fact_sheet_pdf.pdf) and other materials for participating in the week of action.  

6) Discuss the issues.  The goal for the happy hour is to encourage discussion and get feedback about what we as Texans can do to direct our shared futures.  We encourage hosts to ask guests questions rather than host an informational lecture or debate.  Some sample questions might be: 

· What do you think is the priority for national healthcare reform?

· What has your experience been with the U.S. healthcare system?

Take a look at the resources page (http://texasvoiceforhealthreform.wordpress.com/reports/) on our website for other conversation starters and pressing issues in the health care reform debate.    

