March 26, 2009

To the Editor of [Your Local Paper or use the editor’s name, if you know it.],
[Grab the reader's attention. Your opening sentence is very important. It should tell readers what you’re writing about, and make them want to read more.  Explain what the letter is about at the start]

With a quarter of our population lacking health insurance, Texas ranks first in the nation in uninsured adults and uninsured children.  More and more employees cut health benefits, and insurance premiums continue to rise four times faster than wages.  According to Texas data in Americans At Risk: One in Three Uninsured, released today by Families U.S.A. (FUSA), the likelihood of Texans under age 65 being uninsured at some time during 2007 or 2008 was 43.9 percent!  Unlike annual Census Bureau estimates of the number of people who lack health insurance for an entire given year, FUSA’s report captures the hundreds of thousands not counted in the Census numbers who lacked health insurance for part of the two-year study, but whose health and economic stability are threatened by gaps in coverage.         

[Explain why the issue is important]

When individuals lack insurance, the population at large also suffers.  Emergency rooms become crowded with people seeking primary care, adding to wait times for those with real medical emergencies.  Insurance premiums rise to offset the cost of treating the uninsured.  Health care bills are the number one cost of personal bankruptcy.  Finally, everyone’s health is compromised when people lack access to health care.  We need health care reform that ensures affordable and accessible health care for everyone.  
[State your opinion about what should be done]

President Obama pledged to reform the health care system by the end of 2009, but he cannot act alone.  He needs Congress’ support to make health reform a reality.  As Texans, it is our obligation to reach out to our elected officials and let them know that this issue is important to us.  

Sincerely,
[Sign with your name, title (if applicable) e-mail, and phone number]
Tips

· Keep your letter brief (no more than 300 words) and concise.  Check your newspaper’s editorial page for specific guidelines on length
· Make sure your most important points are stated in the first paragraph
· Re-read your letter to make sure it is clear and to the point
Writing tips courtesy of the University of Kansas Work Group for Community Health and Development Community Tool Box http://ctb.ku.edu/en/Default.htm


